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	Dear friends!


	I’d like to thank the people of this hospitable land, organizers of the conference, everyone who is involved in its realization, for the opportunity to work  together.


	My name is Pavel Sulandziga, I am a representative of  Udegue peoples, however, at this conference I represent 30 indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation united into the Association. And though the number of indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East is only 200000 people (the most numerous peoples among us are nenets - about 35000 people and the least numerous are энцы (209), ороки (190), негидальцы (642), кереки (100), тазы (300), алеуты (702), тофалары (731)), the territory of our traditional residing and economic activity is as large as 64% of the territory of the Russian Federation. Our Association (its full name is the Association of indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation (the international name is RAIPON - Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North) was created in 1990 at the congress of indigenous peoples of the North of the former Soviet Union. Last year the IIId congress of indigenous peoples of the North was held at which the new authorities of the Association were elected headed by the new president - Sergey Kharuchi. We have 29 regional and ethnic organizations, which in their turn unite local committees and organizations of indigenous peoples. Our Association is a unique organization formed directly by all indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East, recognized by the RF Government, by the international Arctic Association (we are the permanent members of the Arctic council). Within the framework of the Association the movement of the youth of indigenous peoples is now being created.


	As Russia has started to carry out the politics of openness, democracy, market relations the problems of indigenous peoples began to shift from one sphere to another. If the former Soviet government headed by the Communist party led us together with all citizens to the happy future, destroying our culture, customs, traditions, now the so-called democrats resorting to the help of transnational corporations, all sorts of businessmen buy our lands, pump out resources, doing practically the same, i.e. exterminating  indigenous peoples. It turns out that indigenous people do not have a place to live even on their own land, and it is not important who destroys this land either communists or capitalists. I remember very well the conversation with one of the officials in the Government of Russia, when we spoke about the problems of indigenous peoples and their solving, and he all the time turned our conversation to one and the same: whether it is profitable from the point of view of economy, how all this agrees with the budget, economic laws etc. And the only thing he couldn’t understand was that indigenous peoples as well as everything that has something to do with human values and the world surrounding us, part of which we all make, don’t form an economic category, that indigenous peoples can not fall under a category: if they are beneficial or not. Though, probably, from the point of view of economy we really have no right to live, right to our own development appointed to us by nature. I do not speak about this for nothing, unfortunately, in this world economic matters, matters of profits are dominant. But I think that the states, the international comunity is beginning to realize that there exist values which should not be suppressed by matters of economic benefit, that in the end indigenous peoples and their long-term experience of contacts with nature can suggest to other communities a way out of ecological and cultural danger, which appears as a result of hasty and depredatory utilization of natural resources bringing to the destruction of natural territories and which with global economy can result in catastrophe. It is reflected in many international documents which are frequently referred to, it also exists in the documents of Forest Trustee Council.


	Ussurian taiga and  udegue peoples. These two consepts are inseparable. For many centuries ussurian taiga was the only home for all groups of udegue peoples. And as soon as this home was exposed to destruction indigenous peoples perished at once too. For the last 40 years when the forests began to be felled intensively out of 8 ethnic groups of udegue peoples now remained only 4. Other 4 (иманка, нaмунка, курурмийские и хунгарийские) have ceased to exist ethnically as their environment, their home was destroyed - part of ussurian taiga where they had lived.. Nowadays the remaining groups of udegue peoples are exposed to the same dangers as their brothers: timber industrialists with the help of the international capital try to recieve for felling the forests where they live.


	Since 1990 bikin udegue peoples has been struggling to defend from fellings by Russian and South Corean businessmen the upper waters of the river Bikin, as it would result in irreversible consequences. The fact is that Bikin river is a mountain stream and taiga in the mountains at the sources is the accumulator of water: in dry weather it supplies the river with water and during plentiful precipitation it restrains water and doesn’t let the floods to rage. We understand the necessity of economic benefit, profit, but not at the cost of our lives, at the cost of the risk for the life of the following generations. They promised to us that  timber indusrialists will use Finnish technology for their work,  which is environment friendly, causing minimal damage to nature. Even some cars with the names exotic for us: “Harvasters” and “Forwarders” were brought. However, what we see now at the sites which they have received in Primorye region where they cause great damage to nature, when plenty of years is required for its restoration, we think that we have acted correctly, not letting to ruin our nature. I  want to blame  neither Finish technology (I do not know it, I even suspect that they do not stick to it there) nor machinery - simply it seems to me that it is necessary to approach the problem of felling not only from the point of view of profit making, but also from the following position - what consequences will follow. In Russia, unfortunately, neither officials, nor woodcutters have not yet learned to think so. And in this matter the role of  international public and international community is very important. I’ve already mentioned our interpretation of economic benefit and we agreed to forest utilisaion in downstream Bikin, however, we’ve  recieved the same result: the same barbarian felling, the so-called “woodcutters” take only valuable breeds (for example, ash-tree) leaving destroyed nature behind. With the connivance of local authorities and most likely with their assistance, they take away from udegue peoples the nearby places to save on the distance and the latter with their low-powered machinery have to look for wood for building of houses and for fire far from their settlements.


	In 1997 in Khabarovsky region on the territory of horsky udegue peoples for the first time in Russia the auction was held on renting of forest areas on a competitive basis for long-term usage (49 years). The contest was won by a malaysian company “Ribunau”. The authorities have defined one of the conditions of the contest as following - assistance to indigenous peoples. 100000 dollars were allocated as 10 cars from which udegue peoples were given only 2, the authorities explained that the remaining 8 will be given to other nearby communities not belonging to indigenous peoples. Now this malaysian company began work on the purchase of the forests from samarginskaya udegue peoples group to recieve an outlet to the sea. And their efforts can be crowned with success as the social and economic situation in this region is very complicated: unemployment level has reached almost 70%, there are no kinds of communications. In the past there were also attempts of Russian, Cuban, American companies to recieve these forests for fellings, but they did not succed in it. 


	I’ve  already said that with the destruction of forests indigenous peoples perish too - it’s an axiom which does not requre proofs. But it is necessary to admit that with disappearance of indigenous people, their leaving the process of forest destuction will also speed up. In my native Primorye region the forests were preserved only in the places where indigenous people live, where they cunduct their traditional economy. Because of the fact that the natives have preserved their taiga, their land becomes a titbit for industrialists. I would like to emphasize once again that we understand that it is necessary to use natural resources including timber ones for economic development, however that part of ussurian taiga which has remained untouched is the property of all mankind, a place with such an abundance of biodiversity concentration is difficult to find somewhere else on the Earth. In ussurian taiga the South and the North have met, in this area эндемики of the South and the North live together, this area is practically a unique aureal of residing of amur tiger which due to intensive industrial activity of “white civilization” has to go away further into taiga together with udegue peoples. Now udegue peoples together with various ecological organizations work at giving the status of the Territory of the World Heritage to the area, which is conferred by UNESCO.


	To solve the problem of ussurian taiga preservation, to coordinate this problem with the necessity of forest utilization, in my opinion, Voluntary Forest Certification  is the best way, which suits our aims and tasks perfectly well.


	The most terrible thing for indigenous people is that the public opinion of Russia because of other, as they think, more important reasons of the transitive period does not even want to hear about our problems and troubles; if 4 or 5 years ago we were sure that other people would support us, now they think that by protecting our areas we deprive them of their working places, that our problems will wait. But the matter is that we can not wait, can not wait till the land of our ancestors will be destroyed, till our culture for the base of which serves the nature itself will be lost, eventually  we can not wait because we are not numerous. One of my acquaintances who is very far from the problems of indigenous people and who, as she herself says,  “is against the division of peope according to their nationality”, gave an example, when our very close friend commited a suicide (he was a representative of koryaki people, they are one of the most numerous among indigenous peoples - about 11000 people). The statistics given by her is very blasphemous, but I would like to quote it; my acquaintance said: “He died and nobody even cried SOS. And the death of one koryak is in arithmetical proportion the same as the settlement of 15000 people in Russia is wiped out. If that happened, would they sound an alarm?”


	I would like to emphasize once more that indigenous people and their organisations agree and will take part in the work of the Russian initiative group on voluntary certification. We agree with the principles and ideas of Forest Trustee Council, they coincide with ours. And it seems to me, indigenous people and ecologists should become the main allies because their purposes are practically the same.





