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Test-St. Petersburg is a regional office of State Standards Committee of Russian Federation. By Law “On Certification of Products and Services” and “On Consumer Rights Protection,” it is responsible for certification of products and services for compliance with various compulsory safety requirements. State Standards Committee of Russian Federation establishes general rules and guidelines for certification in Russian Federation, keeps the national register of certification systems and compliance rules.


By the 1st of July 1998, there were registered 910 industrial standards, 2041 IL, 82 voluntary certification systems (intellectual property, banking technologies, testing equipment, etc.), 15 compulsory certification systems (air equipment – Interstate Aviation Committee, highly explosives – State Committee of Defence Industry, electronic and radio communication – Communications Ministry of RF, information protection means – State Technical Commission of RF), 32 regulations for certification of products lines. The main incentive to introduce a voluntary certification system is wish to improve competitiveness of products on domestic and external markets by confirming quality stability.


State Standards Committee of Russian Federation signed co-operation agreements with 20 federal executive agencies that are responsible under the Russian legislation for establishing obligatory norms, requirements, and products testing methods for certain activities and their fulfilment control.


To improve the efficiency of the state certification policy and eliminate parallelism and duplication in accreditation and certification functions of ministries and departments, State Standards Committee of Russian Federation formed Interdepartmental Council for Accreditation and Certification that included representatives of federal executive agencies, various organisations, and NGO’s.


The integration of the Russian economy into the global economic system, and preparing for entering WTO in particular, needs to harmonise national certification methods and practice with the international ones and to change to advanced organisational and methodical forms of certifying products and services to meet legal requirements.


Department of Certification of State Standards Committee of Russian Federation and Russian Standards Research Institute with participation of the working group composed of representatives of a number of federal agencies developed a draft of federal Law “On Verification of Products and Services Compliance with Legal Requirements.” On July 23, 1998, the draft was discussed and approved at the meeting of Interdepartmental working group for joining Russian Federation to two WTO agreements, i.e., on technical trade barriers and on sanitary and fitosanitary measures. The draft assures certain continuity for the clauses of the current law “On Certification of Products and Services,” which should be replaced by it. The document consists of 30 articles combined in 5 chapters (General Provisions, Organisation and Procedure of Compulsory Verification of Products Compliance, Voluntary Compliance Verification, Responsibility for Act Violation, and Final Provisions).


To clarify the principles of the draft, we will cite two key definitions:


– Compliance verification – activity whose result, by declaration of manufacturer, supplier, retailer, or servicer, shows that products meet legal requirements certifying;


– Certification – process of compliance verification by which an organisation independent of suppliers and consumers (buyers) attests in written form that products meet legal requirements.


The definitions show that compliance verification does not cancel or replace but complements certification made by the third party.


The draft includes compliance verification by the first party (i.e., supplier); optimisation of certifying objects including modification of current lists of products for compulsory certification; rational choice of certification schemes for product lines by level of danger.


Taking into account increasing role of compliance declaration, the use principles and regulations will be harmonised with the appropriate clauses of ISO/IEC 22 and EN 45014.


The draft includes patterns for various compulsory compliance verification systems, which are developed by federal agencies based on typical patterns, considering specific features of products. 


