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Participation of state environment conservation bodies in developing forest management certification standards is provided by the current legislation. The Statute of State Environment Committee of Russia says that the bodies of the State Environment Committee:


Organise and carry out compulsory certification to meet the environmental requirements;


Carry out environmental certification and auditing, issue certificates;


Together with other federal executive agencies, elaborate environmental requirements to consider them in state standards, departmental instructions and normative documents.


Although the authorities of the State Environment Committee of Russia to define environmental requirements mostly cover the system of compulsory certification, they can be of interest to the system of voluntary certification as well. Ecology in general has no boundaries including this shpere of right application. Therefore, we believe that the environmental requirements and standards specified to the system of compulsory certification can be also used in other systems of national certification in full measure.


Certification is not the end in itself, it is only a means to achieve the main strategic aim, i.e., transition to sustainable forest management, forestry, and efficient, balanced use of all the forest benefits.


At the same time, the forest management certification allows objective evaluating both the level of forest management and forestry and quality of forest resources and products not depending on the political and economic level of a producing country. It also provides legal protection of the country economic interests when introducing groundless export restrictions on wood products.


Alongside with development of the compulsory forest certification in Russia, the alternative voluntary FSC certification process was launched by the WWF initiative.


Both systems can simultaneously co-exist and have similar criteria and standards, for environmental demands in particular. Only implementation of these systems let us determine the most effecient one for Russian Federation, both for internal and international markets.


Certainly, the compulsory and voluntary certifications will have distinctions including, presumably, the certification costs.


The compulsory certification is an essential minimum of requirements (standards, indexes, and parameters) that takes into account the real certification cost and limits the array by the rent payment (fixed minimum rates for standing timber).


The voluntary certification has or can have more extensive list of requirements less considering the factor of increasing forest products cost as a result of certification.


 The significant difference of the systems from each other is that the voluntary FSC certification takes into account a social factor to greater extent, especially interests of local population including indigenous peoples.


         As to the ecological requirements, in general, they can be identical or very close for different certificating systems. It is confirmed by the absence of grave contradictions between formulated and realized in practice 10  principles and criteria of certification according to FSC system and the basic provisions and criteria of the system of obligatory certification being developed in Russia. What is more, it is necessary to note, that in some parameters the requirements of the Russian national obligatory certification of timber resources are even more rigid than those applied in FSC system of voluntary certification.  


       Nowadays they are based, first of all, on the forestry requirements and, naturally, if these requirements are harmless enough for the environment they can and should make the basis for any system of certification.


         Besides this the environmental requirements should consider the necessity of observance of other spheres of the ecological laws in addition to forestry.


           The bodies of the State Committee for environment protection of Russia take part in the development and improvement of the normative-legal acts regulating forest management, preservation and protection of forests, forest usage and reproduction of forests. In connection with this they can actually influence the intensification of the environmental requirements concerning the documents being developed and approved which contain the required environmental and forest management parameters. It concerns both the extent and conditions of forest usage, methods and technologies of forest renewal, the quality of felling areas and of employed machinery, and the preservation of the most valuable forest areas,  also of the places of residing of the endangered species of plants and animals.


         It is necessary to pay attention to the peculiarity of the Russian Federation while introducing FSC system of certification,  the significant element of which  is the certification of forest management.


         In reality the functions of forest management in Russia, where the forest fund is the federal property, are legally assigned to the Federal Forestry Service  and its territorial bodies in the regions - to timber enterprises. Therefore, undertaking the obligations on the development of the system of voluntary certification, WWF should consider this factor and already at the initial stage work out and  coordinate with the executive bodies the presumed structure of certificating bodies according to FSC system and the legitimacy of its functioning on the territory of the Russian Federation and its subjects.


