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The round-table discussion aroused a considerable interest of the conference participants. Fifteen persons took part in the discussion. The main issue discussed was terminology standardisation for slightly disturbed (old-growth, ancient, primary, etc.) forests and nature valuable forests in general.


Almost all the speakers marked an extremely important problem of lack of clear standards for terminology of forest slightly disturbed by economic activity. In many cases, it causes serious problems, particularly connected with misunderstanding of forest users what forests are in question. It was noted that to apply the FSC forest management certification was necessary to have precise standards determining what forests were meant in Principle 9 of the FSC Principles and Criteria without depending on whether the new formulation would be adopted or not.


Two absolutely opposite opinions were expressed on expediency to change the formulation of Principle 9:


1. The new formulation of Principle 9 makes the meaning far more precise, the principle itself more specific and easily applicable for forest use, forest management, and certification;


2. The new formulation of Principle 9 changes nothing in fact, but replacement of one formulation for another without principal changes of the meaning can be estimated substantial indulgence and lower requirements rigidity by certification bodies and businessmen.


	On the whole, the participants of the round-table meeting drew attention to insufficient examination of the issue of slightly disturbed (old-growth, primary, etc.) forest protection in the modern FSC Principles and Criteria and lack of clearness how Principle 9 could be really applied in Russia.
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